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Published every even week during school terms. Posted to school families, the wider community, on the web and emailed 
by request. Copy and casual advertising for # 03 published Wednesday 9 March, closes Thursday 3 March 2011.  

 

WEDNESDAY 23 FEBRUARY 2011 ~ TERM 1 WEEK 4 ~ VOLUME 151 NUMBER 2 

QUOTE  

He aha te mea nui o te ao?  
He tangata! He tangata! He tangata!  
What is the most important thing in the world?  
It is people! It is people! It is people!  

 

CALENDAR 
14 Feb - Board of Trustees Meeting 
17 Feb - Basketball Coaching 
17 Feb - Parent/Teacher Evening 
18 Feb - Pelorus Cluster Junior (Y1-3) Swimming Sports  
25 Feb - Pelorus Cluster Senior (Y4-8) Swimming Sports * 
28 Feb - Fundamental Skills Programme through to 4 Mar * 
10 Mar - Marlborough Schoolsô Rugby World Cup Sevens 
10 Mar - Year 7/8 at Marlborough Technology Centre (Wk 1 of 6) 
14 Mar - Community Library AGM  
17 Mar - Year 7/8 at Marlborough Technology Centre (Wk 2 of 6)  
19 Mar - Mussel Festival  
8 Apr - School closed for instruction * (Term Dates) 
13 Apr - Maud Island Overnighter (10 x Y5-8) * 
15 Mar - Last day of Term 1 
* Denotes further information elsewhere in the newsletter.  
Event status updates available http://www.peloruspeople.org.nz/havelockschool 
 

http://www.peloruspeople.org.nz/havelockschool


1861 ~ 2011é  celebrating 150 years of Sound education  Page 2 

 

 MORE SCHOOLS RETHINK òHOMEWORKó  
This perennial is always worth discussing and it 
was included in the discussions held at the 
school last Thursday evening when parents and 
teachers met following a barbecue. Following 
introductions and generally more global items, 
parents met in classrooms with teachers and 
worked through understandings and perceptions 
in order that pupils can be well supported and 
that age and stage expectations are appropriate. 
Early communication can usually eliminate any 
hassles or friction and of course is better done 
sooner than later. Feel very welcome to ring or 
email teachers to discuss or arrange a time 
through the office.  
 
Below is one article of several that appeared a year ago debating the merits or not of what we 
traditionally call homework - makes interesting reading. Nathan Beaumont of The Dominion Post had 
this to say on 16 February 2010. 
Hundreds of primary schools could soon follow the lead of their Wellington counterparts and make 
radical changes to traditional homework methods. Karori Normal School has told parents that pupils 
should read comics and the backs of cereal packets to improve reading skills. They also suggest 
pupils improve their spelling by doing crosswords and playing board games. The school argues that 
homework has no positive impact.  
 

 The move has been backed by education expert John Hattie, 
who says he has found "zero evidence" that homework helps 
to improve time management or study skills.  
 
Principals Federation president Ernie Buutveld said he knew 
of schools that were considering similar moves. "In fact a lot of 
schools already have. It's about making learning more fun. A 
lot of kids hear the word `homework' and turn off straight 
away. Homework often has negative connotations. But by 
making learning fun you will be surprised at the number of 
kids who all of a sudden have a lot more interest."  
 
Seatoun School has changed homework rules, hoping it would 
prompt families to spend more time together. Principal Pete 
Pointon said it was also important for pupils to have down time 
after school. Instead of traditional homework, pupils were 
given challenges, including tidying their bedrooms for a school 
term and planning and making a meal for their parents. "If they 
are doing this stuff at home ... because they are excited about 
it and want to do it rather than filling in some silly sheet or 
doing something they can't see any relationship to what's 
going on in their lives, I think it's fantastic. They are switched 
on to learning and can see learning in a whole different 
context." The school still had some homework that needed to 

be done each night ï reading and spelling for about 10 minutes.  
 
The Education Ministry said homework could be effective, but "should not be excessive and should 
not unnecessarily fatigue and frustrate students." The ministry encouraged parents to talk to their 
child's teacher about homework methods.  
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MAUD ISLAND OVERNIGHTER  
Letters of applications from interested Y5-8 pupils closed on Monday and ten will be subsequently 
preparing to visit Maud Island on 13/14 April. 
 
As we know we live in a very special area of New Zealand 
and indeed the world. Being locals, that is schools within 
the Pelorus Cluster, ten students each year from each 
school along with a staff member and parent get to interact 
with some of the special residents. This year it is Matua Bôs turn and the lucky parent will of course 
come from one of the ten. Entry onto Maud Island is by permit only. Maud Island/Te Hoiere is a 
relatively sheltered island in outer Pelorus Sound in the Marlborough Sounds. It is a scientific reserve 
and serves as a predator-free island sanctuary for native species. Some of these species are unique 
to the island and some are rare and in danger of extinction in mainland areas where non-native pests 
threaten their survival. It is the second-largest island reserve in the Marlborough Sounds.  
 
The island covers around 310 hectares of 
predominantly regenerating coastal forest 
characteristic of the inner-Sounds. The island 
rises to 368 metres and a distinctive feature is a 
peninsula jutting out 1.5 kilometres. On Maudôs 
north-west side the mainland is a mere 900 
metres away. This narrow channel can be swum 
by stoats and weasels and trapping takes place 
both on the island and mainland to prevent their 
invasion. 
 
Although the island had been virtually denuded 
of forest and heavily grazed for decades, its native vegetation has been making an impressive 
comeback. The islandôs rare and unique species make for some charismatic residents: colourfully-
plumed flightless takahe freely roam, giant Cook Strait weta lurk in dark corners, intricately-patterned 
geckos and skinks slink about in the undergrowth, and the island has its own species of frog, the 
pakeka or Maud Island frog. Dawn is marked by a lively and enchanting chorus of birdsong, a sign of 
the abundance in birds finding refuge on Te Hoiere. 
 
As usual there is great interest in being part of this group. 
 

TERM DATES  2011  
2011 is somewhat different than usual. The Rugby World Cup will place demands upon the countryôs 
infrastructure and so to minimise the potential stress on services etc the government has made 
Terms 1 and 2 each with eleven weeks, Term 3 with ten and Term 4 with only eight weeks. 
 
With New Zealand Day, ANZAC Day as well as Easter falling as they do, some latitude was evident 
and when plotted the terms on the calendar we had some leeway as to which day we finished the 
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school year. Based on previous discussions with parents we are completing the whole week on 
Friday 16 Dec, just enough time to do the Christmas shopping but not too early either.  
 
The following dates meet the requirement of 390 ½ days primary schools are to be open. 
Items marked with an asterisk are specific to Havelock School only. 
 

TERM DATES 2011 

Term # of Weeks First - Last Day School closed 

1 11 Mon 31 Jan - Fri 15 Apr Fri 8 Apr School closed * (Week 10) 

2 11 Mon 2 May - Fri 15 Jul 
Fri 3 Jun School closed * (Week 5) 
Mon 6 Jun Queenôs Birthday (Week 6) 

3 10 Mon 1 Aug - Fri 7 Oct  

4 8 Tue 25 Oct - Fri 16 Dec 
Mon 24 Oct Labour Day (Week 1) 
Mon 31 Oct Marlborough Anniversary (Week 2) 

 

JUNIOR SWIMMING    

Thanks to all those who were able 
to help take our juniors over the 
hill to Linkwater School last 
Friday. A glorious day was on 
offer and with some slick 
organisation, events came thick 
and fast. In the images below a 
heat of Year 3 girls is about to 
head to the far end. Clearly air 
was needed  before the end and 
Gwenyth sucks in another big one 
before reaching it. Lessons and 
pool time were apparent as these 
youngsters showed their 
confidence and skills. Truly a 
great day. Sleep must have come 
quickly Friday night. 

STORAGE/BOAT SHED TO RENT  
Multiuse Storage/Boat shed 10m x 4m to rent with boat washing facilities.  Phone  574 2772. 

 

SCHOOL DONATIONS  
Paperwork has been sent home this week. These can be paid over time to relieve the pressures of 
beginning of year expenses. Please make contact with Mandy in our office. 
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FUNDAMENTAL SKILLS PROGRAMME ð STADIUM 2000  
The school will be undertaking a ñFundamental Skillsò programme at school and at Stadium 2000. 
Fundamental skills is for all children and covers aspects of learning to swim, water safety, futsal, 
handball, indoor hockey and team building. 
When: Monday 28 Feb ï Friday 4 March. Monday and Fridatyôs programmes take place at school but 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday the school travels to Stadium 2000. 
Cost: Nil ï this is covered by Kiwisport funding. 
Time: Depart school 09:45 by bus for Stadium 2000. Return 14:10 to arrive at school 15:00. 
Children will need to bring swimming gear, clothing suitable for sports lunch and drink. 

 

PELORUS CLUSTER SENIOR (Y4 - 8) AQUATICS   
Date: Friday 25 February (No postponement) 
Time: Races run 11:00 to 14:00  
Venue: Indoor pool Stadium 2000, Blenheim 
 
Programme 
There are two categories: 
Á Emerging Swimmers ~ Fish (Year 4 ï 8) Shallow end  -  Indoor pool 11:00  ï 14:00 
Á Fluent Swimmers ~ Dolphins (Year 4 - 8) Deep end  -  Indoor pool  11:00 ï 14:00  

NB It is up to individual schools to decide in which section their students will be swimming.  
Children can only enter in one category for the day. 
 

Entry fee to Stadium 2000  
This is $2 per swimmer.  Payments to class teacher please before the event.  
 
Supervision 
Should parents be elsewhere during the event they will need to be back at the pool by 13:45 to 
collect their children.    
Car parking at Stadium 2000 is time limited and tickets may be issued. No pre-schoolers to be 
swimming please. 
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Students need to bring: 
Á Hat; refillable water bottles, plenty of healthy food including healthy snacks for between races. 

and/or money to purchase food 
Á Students can wear their togs to the pool - remember to bring underwear, warm sweatshirt, two 

towels, sun block and a plastic bag/swimming bag for wet clothing 
Á Named goggles if they wish 
Á Students need to remain with their respective category areas at all times. 
 

The school will require help with transport for this and will distribute a transport slip/form in due 
course. 
 

HAVELOCK SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY LIBRARY AGM  
Havelock School and Community Library AGM is being on 14th March 2011 at 
the library at 15:15.  All welcome. 
 

RECOGNISED AT ASSEMBLY LAST  WEEK 
Kaituna:  Ashelyn Horton-Smith - a great start 
 Shianne Bailey-Gatchell - wearing a smile you canôt deny 
 
Wakamarina: Gemma Irvine - Big Dolphin! Helping others 
 Eli Brown - great transition to Havelock School 
 
Pelorus: Kayla Aston-Butterfield - Big Dolphin! Positive attitude 
 Angel Dawson-Butler - Big Dolphin! Great attitude 
 Shanelle Douglas - Big Dolphin! Positive attitude 
  

 

BECOME PART OF ST JOHN YOUTH HAVELOCK  
Imagine being able to help someone in an emergency, having the life skills to be a confidence young 
adult. St John Youth can give you the opportunities to become this person. We have two 
programmes Penguins which is for 6 ï8 year olds, which teach them basic first aid while having fun 
and learning to work with others and gaining confidence. 

  
The Cadet programme is for 8-18 years old. Empowering youth members with 
first aid, health care, leadership and many other great skills.  We have many 
other opportunities, Spirit of Adventure, Duke of Edinburgh, Competitions 
and/or Camps. 
Havelock Division - Monday Nights 15:00 - 18:00. Bus students welcome 
to start at 16:30. Gold Level 16:00 - 18:00. Started Monday 7 January 2011. 
Contact Jo Douglas 03 574 2911 or 027 331 3872 bluecottage@actrix.co.nz 
or visit www.stjohn.org.nz  
  

  

 

mailto:bluecottage@actrix.co.nz
http://www.stjohn.org.nz/

